HE OPENED THEIR MINDS TO UNDERSTAND THE SCRIPTURES
The Sermon from Peter

Last week we ended the study of the gospels, the life of Jesus Christ. Now we enter the next phase of direction given to God’s people. When we look at the study of the Bible and the message God is giving us, you can break down the Bible into three parts:

1- The Old Testament: “Jesus is Coming”

2- The 4 Gospels: “Jesus is Here”…God’s message of salvation through Jesus Christ

3- Acts through the end of the New Testament: “Jesus is Coming Again”. Here we see Jesus’ kingdom that grows through His apostles

As Jesus fulfills all that is written about Him in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms, He directs His apostles on what to do next.

Let’s read Luke 24 vs. 44-53

Jesus opens their minds in vs. 45-50 so that the apostles will understand all that is written in the scriptures. He helps them understand why He suffered and rose from the dead.

He gives them direction on what to do next in vs. 47:

1- Proclaim His name to all nations starting in Jerusalem

2- The message!! That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. All should repent so they can have their sins remitted.

3- How did they know this? Vs. 48. They were witnesses of all that Jesus said and did.

Jesus told His apostles to stay in Jerusalem until the promise from God comes upon them.

I like to use the account from Luke because he wrote Luke and Acts. The message seems to flow better.

Now Jesus ascends to His Father and the men wait in Jerusalem until Pentecost. As we move to Acts, we see Luke retelling Jesus’ interaction with His disciples from the second letter written to. Theophilus.
Let’s read Acts 1 vs. 1-9
Jesus appeared to the Apostles for 40 days. Can you picture yourself there? Jesus presented Himself alive after all that He suffered. He continued to give the convincing proof of who He was. He talked to them about the coming kingdom of God. He told them that he was going to His Father and sit at His right hand. You guys are witnesses of all of this.
So when Jesus ascended they waited for what the Father had promised, the Helper that would come. Read John 15 vs. 26-27. 

But even with all that Jesus said and did, they still questioned would there be a physical restoration of the kingdom of Israel. Even with all the revelation that Jesus gave to the apostles, they were still thinking earthly things. Vs 6
Now let’s focus on Acts, chapter two. Let’s read Acts 2 vs. 1-12.
As promised, the Helper came to the apostles with a noise as a rushing wind and there appeared to them tongue as of fire that distributed themselves and rested on each one of them. They were filled with the spirit which allowed them to speak in other languages.
Why was this important?
Why, because this was the day of Pentecost and as is said in vs. 5, there were devout men from every nation under heaven. 

If the apostles want to spread the gospel, the ability to speak in all their languages under heaven would be the only way they could spread the word. 

The loud sound also brought the people together in one place. 
It got all the peoples’ attention who was trying to understand what was happening.
· Then Peter delivers His sermon to the people.
· As it should be with all effective sermons we should know our audience.  What do they understand? What do they not understand? 
· It would help to understand the religious background of the audience. Were they Jews, proselytes? 
· What was the message to be delivered? 
· What are the major points to be made and how are they related to the circumstances? 
· And lastly, what actions should be taken as the results of the message?

For Peter’s sermon, the audience had local and foreign Jews that were in Jerusalem for the celebration of Pentecost. They were very devout men, which tell us they knew and acted upon the scriptures.
Let’s start to read Peter’s sermon, starting in Acts 2 vs. 14-21.  Peter, knowing the audiences started out with what was spoken by the prophet Joel. Joel spoke about what was to happen when the Christ comes. 

Then Peter tells them about the fulfillment of this prophecy. 

Let’s read vs. 22-28.
Then Peter tells the audience who this Jesus was and what they did to Him. 

Jesus, while here on the earth, did miracles, wonders and signs. These people saw Him do these things. 

Then He tells them that it was predetermined and planned by God, that these people would nail Jesus to the cross and have Him killed. 

What they did by killing Him allowed God to raise Him up again, not to taste death again.  
1- His was given universal authority, sense He was a Son, a King and High Priest, all refer to events connected with His resurrection, not His crucifixion, even though He couldn’t have been raised from the dead if He had not died. He didn’t have universal authority to sit upon His throne, nor become a High Priest until after His resurrection and in fact, not until He entered Heaven after His ascension. 

2- This all ties together Jesus as not just the sacrifice, but the high priest in sacrifices and offerings, etc. The innocent victim of the sins of man is now appointed as high priest for men in things pertaining to God. Reconciliation comes through Him. He is full of compassion, love and mercy and willing to forgive. 

a. Jesus shared in flesh and blood so that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage, Heb. 2:14-15

b. He became Mediator of the new covenant by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance, Heb. 9:15

 Peter then quotes Psalms 16 vs. 8-11, where the prophecy shows that Jesus’ body will not be left in Hades to undergo decay, or stay in the ground, but He will sit at the right hand of God.

Let’s read vs. 29-35.
Here in Peter’s sermon, He knows that they know that the Christ would come from the seed of David, but he needed to help them understand. David died and was buried. Jesus died and arose. The apostles and disciples were witness of what happened to Jesus. 

Peter now ends his lesson with what the Jews did. This Jesus, who died and arose, now sits at the right hand of God. God has made Him Lord & Christ. 

The people crucified the Christ Jesus.
 So we see the major points of Peter’s Sermon:

1- They were not drunk

2- The prophet Joel foretold the coming of the Christ

3- Jesus who did miracles, signs and wonders is the Christ

4- The Jews put Him to death

5- God raised Him up to sit at the right hand of God

6- He compared Jesus to David. David died and was buried. Jesus was put to death and arose, to die no more.

7- He tells the Jews they are the ones who crucified Him. Jesus who is both Lord & Christ

Lastly, the sermon caused action.

Read vs. 37…
They said, “What shall we do?”

Vs. 38… “Repent and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

My message to you today, from the Apostles’ last days with Jesus to the sermon you just heard, to the gospel that spread, Jesus was preached.  We need to be teaching and preaching Jesus. We will see that Peter and John did those simple things after this sermon.   Acts 5 vs. 42 says “And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.”
He is the Son of God, Lord, Christ, our Savior. He was then, He is now. He is my Savior. He is the Savior, the Christ to all Christians.

What is He to you who are not Christians? Is Jesus the Christ? Is He your Savior from eternal punishment?  Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you want to repent of those sins and have them washed away through Baptism?

If so, repent and wash away your sins now? There is no better time, as we stand and sing. 

