OUR HOPE AS A CHRISTIAN
     Today I am going to talk to you about the hope that we have as Christians. Some of the material for this sermon comes from a sermon Mary and I heard at the Embry Hills Church in Atlanta a month ago. I understand this lesson was from a series of lessons presented over a period of time by different preachers and elders.  Since I did not hear all of the sermons I want include the information presented and add some more thoughts to present today. The purpose of this lesson is to help us as Christians understand why we should live righteous and godly lives. [slide] I have three points that apply to us as Christians today:

1- What is our hope as a Christian?

2- What is the nature of our hope?

3- Are we sharing our hope with others?

Point 1…What is our hope as a Christian?

     Most people understand the definition of hope as being wishful thinking, as I hope something will happen. You don’t know that it will, but you are wishing that it would. In my younger days as a kid, I hope I would receive a pop gun for Christmas. I never did until in later years I told the story to Mary and there it was the following Christmas.  The Bible’s definition of hope is so much different. Hope defined and used in the Bible is a confident expectation. Hope is a full assurance regarding things that may be unclear or unknown. 

Let’s read: Romans 8 vs. 24-25

     Our hope may be unseen but we know if we have obeyed the gospel of Christ we have confidence that our hope will happen. Hope is the fundamental component of a godly life. It is the foundation of our faith. So what is our hope?

Read 1 Peter 1 vs. 3-5
     Peter tells fellow Christians in these verses about being born into a living hope because of what Jesus did in dying and resurrecting so that his blood can redeem us from our sins. The living hope we have is an inheritance that will not go away and Jesus has the inheritance reserved for us in heaven. Our faith is the results of our belief that Jesus is the Son of God. We see from Jesus life, death and resurrection that we now have a way of having our sins forgiven. This gives us our salvation for eternity once we have acted in doing His will. But remember; Let me make it clear, our faith has to be an obedient faith. We are not saved by faith only. We will not be saved by believing only. We are not saved just because we are members of a large religious organization. We are not saved because we are members of any certain denomination. We are saved when we act according to the commands in God’s word and we live a faithful life. 
Hope is part of the Bible definition of faith. 

     Hebrews 11 vs. 1: “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” Our faith gives us 

1- a hope of eternal life which God who cannot lie, promised before time began. This is found in Titus 1 vs. 2.
2- a hope of salvation

3- a hope laid up in heaven

4- a hope of the resurrection from the dead

5- a hope of the gospel and  the fulfillment of all the promises we received from the gospel

6- And finally the hope of His calling.

     When Jesus calls us to repent and be baptized, our response gives us the hope of what God will provide for us.

Point 2…What is the nature of our hope?

     A Christian’s hope, “our expectation”  has been given to us through Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit found in His word.
   [slide]  Here of time are 4 great truths that will happen to everyone on this earth from the beginning of time into the future: 

1- Truth-  a time of ending is coming

2- Truth- we will be raised from the dead from our earthly bodies to a heavenly spiritual body. 
3- Truth-  how we live now determines our eternity

4- Truth-  eternal life will be with God in heaven, not here

     I am going to read a series of scriptures, and listen to see if these 4 great truths are in them:

READ:

John 5 vs. 25-26

Romans 2 vs. 6-10

2 Corinthians 4 vs. 16 to 5 vs. 10

1 Corinthians 15 vs. 50-55
Phil. 3 vs. 18-21
II Peter 3 vs. 7-13
We have to determine if we are ready for that ending day. How do we know is by getting into the word and doing what the word says. Don’t put your path for eternity in following what others tell you. Do you want your pastor or your priest to cause you to lose your eternity with God just because you had blind faith in what they were teaching? Paul’s letters spent most of his time telling Christians about other people in the church teaching false doctrine.

Read II Timothy 3 vs. 13-17 Timothy was told by Paul to watch for these people. The truth is in the word as described in verse 16-17. Let’s get into the word.
Point 3…Are we sharing our hope with others?       [slide]
     We can take three directions in responding to this question:

1- we can hide from the world

2- we can embrace the world

3- we can share the hope with others

     (Numbers) 1 & 2 are very dangerous directions to go. Why do I say that? 

     If we hide from the world, like a commune where we cut ourselves off from the world, we don’t influence anyone and share our hope with them. I have seen it where when you arrive at a church, no one speaks to you, or the preacher would spend little time with you. And Mary and I were (fellow) Christians. What would happen to strangers that were not Christians? This is a very dangerous direction. We are told by God’s word to go and teach. 

     (Number) 2: If we embrace the world, what influence would the world have on you?

READ Gal. 5 vs. 19-21. These are deeds of the world.
     Would you fall into these temptations? Would you fall away from God and the promise of a home in heaven?

     Or (Number) 3: We can share our hope with others.

READ:

Gal. 6 vs. 6-10…do good to all

Phil. 2 vs. 5-12…work out you own salvation
Phil. 1 vs. 27…stand firm

2 Tim. 2 vs. 15…be a worker for the Lord. Don’t be ashamed of who you are.

1 Peter 3 vs. 15-17…be ready to make a defense for the truth

     So do you have hope in the Gospel? Do you expect to be with God and Jesus in eternity?

     If you are not a Christian, do you believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God? Then all you need to do to become a Christian is to publicly confess that Jesus is the Son of God, that you repent of your sins and you want to be baptized for the remission of your sins. After that, just continue to be faithful during your life following His word. Then you hope will be achieve, a home in heaven.

     Will you come as we stand and sing…

