WAS JESUS JUST A MAN?
The nature of Jesus Christ in the flesh has been debated for years in the church and in the religious world. Varying ideas have been suggested, one of which was that Jesus, while on the earth, was just a man, an ordinary man like you and me. The purpose of this lesson is to evaluate the evidences and come to a conclusion for us to learn was Jesus a just a man, or who was he?
As the son of man, Jesus became a creature of time. He rose from sleep in the morning (Mark 1:35). He preached. He journeyed through the day. He ate. He prayed at night (Luke 6:12). 
He was a creature of place. For you that like to travel or have lived in a number of places, Jesus did part too. He was born in Bethlehem. Lived in Egypt.  Moved back to Nazareth. Made a number of trips to Jerusalem to participate in all the Jewish ceremonies from a young boy to a young man.  He labored in Galilee and He journeyed in Samaria. He died in Jerusalem. 

Jesus had the same emotions, frailties and limitations as all humans. 

a. He became hungry (Matt. 4:2)

b. He became weary (John 4:6)

c. He became thirsty (John 19:28)

d. He sorrowed (Matt. 26:38)

e. He wept (John 11:35)  
f. He had a troubled soul (John 12:27)

g. He was moved with compassion (Matt. 9:36)

h. He became angry (Mark 3:5)

i. He showed affection (John 21:20)

j. He loved (John 11:5)

Though His mother was a virgin, yet like all humans, He experienced the nature of the birth process. He had a normal human upbringing. Luke 2:52 states Jesus increased in wisdom and stature that tells me He learned and He grew up just like a normal child.

He had brother and sisters. He learned a trade as a carpenter. Like all of us, Jesus was tempted, but the difference for Him was He did not sin.
Jesus was a man of learning. He spoke about prophecies and their fulfillment. He told parables. He quoted scripture. So yes, Jesus was on this earth in the form and all actions of a man. 

So was Jesus just a man? Let’s read Matt. 22 v. 41-46. If David calls Him Lord, how is He his son?

How could the Messiah be both Lord and the son of David? If He is the Lord, then He is the Son of God. But if He is the son of David, then He is the son of man. In the scriptures, Jesus refers to Himself as both the son of man and Son of God. The term “Son of God” refers to deity or divine nature while the “son of man” refers to His humanity.       
The Jews looked for the Messiah to be a mighty or superior male; the phrase indicated their hope. He was to be sent by God to deliver the people from oppression. Psa. 80:17… They expected someone different
Jesus was God and human simultaneously. When we are born, we have certain traits of our parents. Jesus as the Son of God had divine traits of His Father. 

Let’s see what makes Jesus as being God on earth. Start with John 1 vs. 1-14 (READ)

a. The Word was in the beginning. 

b. The Word was with God. 

c. The Word was God. 

d. He was life. 

e. He was the light of men.

Vs. 14: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us and we saw His glory. The Word was Jesus Christ.

Paul talks about the deity of Christ in Colossians 2 vs. 8-11. 

It says in Him (Jesus Christ) all fullness of deity dwells in bodily form. 

We studied in our Bible class about who Jesus was. Read John 8 vs. 23
Jesus was from above. He was not of this world. In John 8 v. 58, Jesus said, “Truly, truly I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.” This caused the listeners to pick up stones to throw at Him, vs. 59. Why did they want to stone Him? It was because He claimed to be equal with God which they considered to be blasphemy. The Jews wouldn’t have been correct in stoning Him if He was merely a man and not equal with God. But this was not the case. Jesus said, “I and My Father are one.” We studied that in John 10 vs. 30. Jesus was truly deity on earth.

Read John 14 vs. 6-11. Jesus said that “if you have seen me, you have seen the Father”. We have already seen that Jesus said He and the Father are one. We read about the fullness of the Godhead is through Christ. This can’t be much plainer that Jesus was Diety on earth. 

We can also read that Jesus was omniscient (having divine knowledge) while on earth. He could read peoples’ minds. Luke 6 vs. 8  

He could remember being with His Father before He came to earth.  Read John 17 vs. 5
Jesus was omnipotent (all powerful). He had the power over disease and demons. He had power over life and death (Lazarus). He had power over nature. He walked on water in Matt. 14 v. 25. This was something no ordinary man could do.

Jesus allowed Himself to be worshipped. READ John 9 vs. 35-38.  Jesus was talking to the former blind man. 

Read Matt. 14 vs. 33.  This was when Jesus walked on water. Jesus never denied worship because He was God. 

So in the end, Jesus offered His flesh, Heb. 10 vs. 10 which says, “By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

We read in Hebrews that Jesus was “made a little lower than the angels”. Why? For the suffering of death, that He should taste death for every man, Heb. 2 vs. 9.  
Some people use this verse to show that Jesus was only a man. But Jesus had to be in the form of a man to taste death.

Let’s read Philippians 2 vs. 5-11.He took the form of a bond servant, but he existed in the form of God

Then as our High Priest, He offered the perfect sacrifice for sins.

Seeing that we have a great High Priest that passed into the heavens, let us hold fast to our confessing? READ Heb. 4 vs. 14-16.
To encourage us as Christians and help us understand what Jesus did for us, the writer of Hebrews makes several contrasts between the Levitical priesthood and the priesthood of Jesus. Let’s look at a few:

Point 1

a. Levitical priests were active for a short time, then died. 

b. Jesus continues forever and has an unchangeable priesthood.

Point 2

a. The Levitical priest entered a shadow of the Most Holy Place once a year

b. Jesus entered the perfect tabernacle and forever sits on the right hand of God. 

Point 3

a. Levitical priests continually offer sacrifices

b. Jesus offered a sacrifice only once

Point 4

a. Levitical priests offered sacrifices first for their own sins and then for the people

b. Jesus was sinless and only sacrificed himself once  for the sins of the people

Point 5

a. The sacrifices of the Levitical priesthood could never take away sins.

b. Jesus made the perfect sacrifice for sins.

In conclusion, when Jesus went back to heaven, He did not cast off His humanity. As the Son of Man, God ordained Him to judge the world for righteousness.

Read Acts 17 vs. 30-31

Though Jesus the Son of God came to this earth to redeem mankind, He as God lived as a man to save us from our sins. 

We can only be saved if we confess Jesus as our Lord and Savior. We have to believe He is the Son of God. We must repent of our sins and be baptized.

What is your condition? Are you saved from the clutches of the devil?

If you are not a Christian, become one. As we stand and sing.

